Encyclopedia contains an account that is also incorrect: "The Bahá'í principle of the unity of humanity is reflected in this number [nine] as the symbol of the nine religions held identical by the faith in their mandations: Hinduism, Zoroastrianism, Buddhism, Confucianism, Taoism, Judaism, Christianity, Islam, and the Bahá'í Faith." The article in The Encyclopaedia of Islam states that the Buddha and Confucius are not considered as "true prophet[s], . . . rather as great masters of spiritual life." However, the correct status of the Buddha in Bahá'í writings-as one of the "historical manifestations of God"-is given in Encyclopaedia Iranica.
The claim of the Bahá'í Faith to be a world religion is supported by some of the encyclopedias; it is referred to as "a universal religion" (The Concise Encyclopaedia of Islam) and "a world religion" (Encyclopaedia Iranica, The Encyclopedia of Religion, and The Canadian Encyclopedia). The 1991 Britannica Book of the Year, which puts Bahá'í membership at 5.3 million, estimates that in 205 countries the Faith "has a significant following." The Encyclopedia of Religion elaborates: "The Baha'i Faith has spread rapidly all over the world; it is practised in 340 different countries." In 1978, Everyman's Encyclopedia states that "the Baha'i faith now has several hundred thousand adherents drawn from every important religion in every country outside the Soviet orbit," while The Modern Encyclopedia of Religions in Russia and the Soviet Union claims that the number of Bahá'í is "about the same in the USSR as in the US."
Some unusual themes appear in the encyclopedias: provides an interesting parallel in Bahá'í teachings on the evolution of human beings with Sufi teachings: "On the phenomenon of man Bahá'í doctrine accepts the theory of evolution, not, however, as propounded by Darwin, but rather in the traditional mystic sense already present in the mathnawi of Mawlana Djalal al-Din Rumi. 'Man was always man throughout his evolution,' even though he may have passed through a series of stages of development."
In conclusion, The Encyclopedia of Religion, The Encyclopaedia of Islam, and Encyclopaedia Britannica are most useful for apologetic purposes because they provide accurate information on the history and teachings of the Bahá'í Faith in addition to being widely known and well-respected volumes, although the Encyclopaedia Iranica article has the most comprehensive presentation. The Concise Encyclopaedia of Islam and The Great Soviet Encyclopedia misrepresent the Faith. Two articles, recently published in respected academic journals, are also valuable sources of more accurate information. 
